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FPInnovations initiated this project to demonstrate the ability of wood exit stairs in mid-rise
buildings to perform adequately in a fire when NBCC requirements are followed, with the intent of
changing perceptions of the fire safety of wood construction. The objective of this research is to
investigate further the fire safety afforded by exit stair shafts of combustible construction, with the
ultimate objective of better consistency between the provincial and national building codes with
respect to fire requirements for exit stair shafts in mid-rise wood-frame construction.
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